January 2018
Glider subgroup priority actions for 18months starting January 2018

Priority 1:  Establishment of an office for the coordination of the global glider observation effort in the framework of the GOOS (Global Ocean Observing System).  

Description:   The establishment of an office will support the work of the OceanGliders group (affiliated to JCOMM-OPS) to develop and implement common data management and QC standards, and promote sharing, dissemination and utilization of data products.  An important outcome will be an internationally recognized framework for sharing glider data in real time and in delayed mode.  

Resources:  US$120k per year for one FTE

Completion date:  Ongoing.

Coordination:   To maximize effectiveness the office should be hosted within the JCOMM of GOOS.   Some of this work is currently being supported by the EU H2020 AtlantOS project 


Priority 2:  Preparation of papers for the OceanObs ’19 meeting

Description:   The OceanGliders group will use the OceanObs ’19 as an opportunity to integrate glider based observations in regional and global observing strategies.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resources: 

Completion date:   Summer 2019

Coordination:  The activity will be coordinated by the OceanGliders group

Priority 3:    Develop use of gliders in sustained observation programmes

Description:   Boundary observations spanning the continental slope from the shelf to the deep ocean has been identified as a priority for glider monitoring as it is an important part of the ocean that is relatively poorly observed by other platforms.   Similarly, gliders make valuable measurements in polar waters that are otherwise difficult to access.   There are a growing number of demonstrations in each of these scenarios but the number of continuously sustained observation programs remains small.

Resources:   About $200k per year is required for each summer observing program in polar waters and each year-round program elsewhere (for programs maintaining one vehicle in the water at any time).

Completion date:   Ongoing

Coordination:  With glider operators in the UK, France, USA, Canada, and Germany, and international partners in coastal states.    Global and regional observing systems.
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